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SY 1 


To that Flock of Cnr 1s 7, of which Holy 
Mr. FINCHER was the Faihfwl 
T_T 2 


Dran Faitnps, 

'Q.N, having made a fore Breach upon you. by tas 
king home his Servant to hunelf, Yor made it 
your joint Requeſt that I would Preach to you up- 
or- that fad and folenu. Occafion. The entire 

Love between him and me, together with the Kindneſs T have 

for you, farbad my Demal. I did the thing, through Divine 

Aſfiſtance : You then came upon me for the Publiſhing of what 

had been delivered, and therein prevailed too. Here it is, the 

Lard accompany this Sermon with a Bleſſing, that it muy be 

profitabla te yau all, and. many: mare. Having given you fo 

much Counſel already, I ſhall defire your. foltawing it, and wil/ 
here add, no- mere, but beag for you. the Divine Condutt, 

Grace and Influence. or 2 

And you, MADAM, whoſe.Conjugal Relation. to this War - 

thy Perſon hath been diſſolved ; Þ-have xejoiced: to ſue patient- 

ly bearng it, as on? Taught of God';' and Oh that you may 
have fuller refreſhings flowing into you from the Fountain of 
all good, now that pleaſant ftream is cut off. And though your 

Gonmanuon here was but ſhort, may you have m Heaven an 

Fternal Communion with one another, and both with God, You 


all 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


all 1 commend. 4; _ and the er of his Grace, which i 
able to bifid' wu an Inheritance. &moig-' them 
that are" fah fy age be ou all*ipright with God, 
ſtudy Godlineſs m its -r Be live the Truths you Hear and 
Profeſs, adorn the Goſpel. by an Exemplary Converſation, dy 
not (livide, but walk in Peace and Love ; though the $ hep 
herd be ſmitten, let not the Sheep ſcatter, but the Lord give 
Jou another after his own Heart, I am 


Yours in our Dear Lord Jeſus, 


From my Study 5K "RN 
ra per AY Samuel Slater: 


Lately Printed for John Lawrence at the Angel in the 
Poultrey. 


R. Slater's Thankſgiving-Sermon, Otob. the 27th. 1692. .Quarto. 
- Mr. Slater's Sermon at the Fnneral of that Faithful Servant of 
Chriſt, Mr. John. Reyzolds,. Miniſter of the Goſpel; "who Dyed De- 
cember - 25- 1692... Quarto. | 

The true Intereſt of a Nation, or the Duty of Magiſtrates, Miniſters 
and People, in an Aſſize-Sermon at Bucks, 7uly 5. 1692. By Fohn How- 
ard, M. A. ReCtor of Marflon-Trufſel, Quarto. 

Mr. Aday's excellent Book of Short-Hand, by whom the Bible 1 iS 
done in the ſame Short-hand. © Of#arze. 

* The ColleQtions of Letters for the Improvement of Hysbandry and 
Trade are continued Weekly, at 1 d. cach. By Fohz Houghton, Fel- 
low of the ye Society. © 
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[1] 
DON CENCE 
PSAL. CXIX. 75, 


I kwow, 0 Lord, that thy Judgments are right, and that thou 


in faithfulneſs haſt afflifted me. 


Hether we reckon this Pialm to David, the 
ſweet Steer of Iſracl, or to ſome other holy 
Man of God as the Penman thereof ; it is pait 
all queſtion that the Divine Spirit was the In- 

diter of it, and we have reaſon to judge it worthy of ſo great 

an Author, becauſe full of moſt rich and. excellent matter. 

You may obſerve in it the Deſcription of a godly man, whoſe 

PiQture is curiouſly drawn, and to the Life, in his Graces, 

and holy duties, and ſore affi:dions, and manifold Experiences, 

and {weet Conſolations. But paſſing by the Conſideration 
of the whole, I ſhall confine my Diſcourſe, and for the pre- 
ſent engage your Meditations to theſe words which I have 
been diretted to, as a Subject very proper upon this ſad and 
ſolemn Occalio1, In which we plainly fee the Friendly hap- 
py agreement between a moſt wiſe and holy God, and an 
hambled afiifted Saint, under and avout thoſe dark Provi- 
dences and fmarting Diſpenſations, which are ordered out 
unto him ; when there 1s not only a Rod but a Scorpion in 
the hand of the former, and multiplyed yea deep wounds on 
the back of the latter, 'The holy Prophet doth here ſpeak as 

a man lying under the Judgments of God, and exerciſed with 

AMictions, a Child dear to his Father, and over him, yet 

under his frown ; but in this very caſe far from quarreliing 

the Rod, and conrending with his Father about it, he humbly 
ſubmits, and ſweetly quiets himſelt, freely making this inge- 
nuous and thankiul Acknowledgment : 1 know O Lord, that 
thy Judgments are riaht, and that thou i Faithfulneſs haſt af- 
fifted me. The terms 1n the Text are ſo obvious and very eaſle, 
not necding that mucy time ſhould be ſpent in their Explica- 


tion, 


[2] 
tion. Therefore all that I ihall ſay to that purpoſe, will be 
no more than tins. ; ﬀ—— 149236 

The word Tudo mrat is variotily uſed in the ſacred Scripture, 
and particularly inthis Pialm; Irequentiy weare to underſtand 
ty 1t the Lavot Cod, his Statutes and Commanaeuments ; theſe 
ac th: 7 469% #507 is 2:0271, which in and COMET HUNT ai t 1717's 
are riobe, they ns rothing perverle in them, but as S:/ver rried 
nn a Furnace of E©4:th ſerim times, free from all drofs. Ro2. 
7.12. The Lav is toty, ana the Commandment holy, Juſt and ped. 
Now it any Perfon be inclined thus to underſtand the word 
in this place, he ſhall have my leave to to do, I will not con- 
tend with him about. it. Yet in my apprehenſion, it ices 
mich more ſuitable to the Mind and Scope of the Prophet in 
this Place, to underttand by Judomenrs thoſe troubles and ca 
lamities which the Lord is pleated to order out to the Children 
of Men, while they tabernacle in Fleth, and are paſſing tho- 
rough this vale of tears. Thoſe Proviaraces of God, which 
have an ax2ry a/pc& and frowning Countenance, whether they 
be p:nal and acts of revenge, and fo inflicted upon wicked 
men his Enemies, or only cafti2a4tory and correttive, and fo 
laid upon good Men and Women his Children, are Judgments. 
Thus « Per. 4. 17. The time i ::912 that juarment muſt begin 
at the Horſe of Gol; and if it firſt benin at us, what ſhall be the 
end of ther that obey not the Goſpel of God ? If there be ſuch 
ſufterings for Gods Swhjects and Favourites, how will he han- 
dle:Rehels ? So again obſcrve that place in the 1 Cormmrh. 11. 
32. If we would judge our ſelves, we ſhould nat be judoed ;, but 
wh.n we art Juagtd, we are chaſtencd of the Loxd, that we (hould 
not be conmwmnrd with the World. And-ſuch Diſpenſations may 
very litly be caltked Judgments on a twotold Account. 

Firft, Becauic they are redoral and jrarcial! nts, they are 
afts of Goveramenrt, put forth by God as holding rhe Reins 
in his hand, as ſi:tima im the Throye judaing 1194t anc Tenger- 
ing unto mea according to their Works. Even wien they 
are ordered out to the Saints themſelves, not only ior proba- 
tion, Of ihe Excerciſe of their Graces, but likewiſe ior their 
ſins ; there 16 not only a deſign of Love in the 'Bowels of them, 
and articifull Purpoſes carrymsg on, but there are Characters 
and 


[3 | 
and Marks of diſpleaſure ingraven tpon them ; for though 
God is \o tinalovs that He will not cait of his Children for 
ſin, yet he is ſo holy that he will nor bear with fin 1a his Chil- 
dren, but they ſhall feel! he is ofended ; it thcy tranfgreſs, 
they ſhall ſuffer ; if they will break the Hedge, fome of thre 
Thorns ſhall ftici; in their mw P/:l. $9. 3o, &c. If his Chil- 
aren forſate my Lav, ani wath ns in my Jud! MOnts.: if _ 
break my Statutes, ani a bees uot m1; Co: 1m11411 rats, tia will 
viſit their tr inſ2riffeons with the | [4 and thur ITrniquity ' 
Stripes. This he threatned, notwithitanding he pro.nileth in 
the very next words, that 47s [wins Kindat(s he Th il nt utterly 
take from him, nor [uffer his faith ln: {s to ful: He will act 
break his Covenant, nor altcr _ tn: that ts Soide out of mrs lips. 

Secondly, They may well be FIN fJ adgnents upon the Atcount 
of Gods ordering thewn ont is: tnlnite Wiſdom. In wrath he re- 
members Mercy, and doth at as becomes him to do it. He 
knowes what is beſt to be done, and how much his Children 
bear, and what the Providence will iflue in, and how the 
Phyſick will work. 1/z. 30.18. The Lora is a God of Jude- 
ment, bleſſed are all they that wait {or him, His Judgmeats are 
with judgment : This good man xcadily fubicribed to it ; 0 
Lora, thy | f1edl7 ie BIS AYC r:oht, ſuch as they ſhould be, there 
15 Not any firch thing 1 in them that can be m2nded, and there- 
fore nothing that ſhould be quz ITTCHG, 

And he doth not itop here, thoug!: it is good for one in 
tronble to come to this, Þat he ;rneth on, then in faith hob 
haft afflicted me : Theſe Dili pcenſations do ſpeal thee Done... 
rig breows Tuage, and a cordial Fri0d ; in what thou haſt or bs. 
rhou haſt bcen true to thy gractous Word, and to my chict 
Intereſt ; though Fle: grumbles, and fairh there is ſeen 
in this ſtroke, yet. my Fairh [peaks betrer of my God, and 
tells me there is 4's Love in it. He Hatch done notning but 4. 
he mioht d0 to me, and toy He bathidone arth va! 'y mane {cy 
me. Though my Spirit be not righr, nor my Duties #ipht, nor 
my Carriage right, yet his Tadge ments arc rigat, 

And He' doth 6: ſpcak rhis at random, as orc that had a 
mind to be ralkiog, though it be he dil nor know what ; nor 
doth he ſpeak it with aoy heſitancy or miſgh ny of Mind left 
Z it 
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it ſhould afterward be found otherwiſe, but with the greateſt 
aſſurance, conhdence and alacrity imaginable, that he might 
work a belief in others w ho ſhould hear of ir. I know, faith 
he, I know very well what I ſay : I know the choughts that 
I have of my God and his dealings with me, they are not 
vain and miſtaken thoughts, but highly rational and well 
grounded : But you may ask, How did he come to know this ? 
I an{wer, two wayes. | 

Firſt, By the Word of Truth ; Which ſpeaks plainly, Deut. 
32. He is the reck, his work is pcrfed, for all bis waves are juds- 
ment, a God of truth, and without iniquity, juſt and right ts He, 

Secondly, He kzew 1t by other Saints Experivuces and his ors 
Both my Predeccſſors and my Contemporarics have been able 
to make an honourable Report of God, and ſo am I, P/!. 
119. 67. Before I was afflicted I went aſtray, bur pow have I kept 
thy Word. And again in the 71 Verl. 1t 7s good for me that | 
have been afflicted, tbat I may learn thy Statutes. Theſe words 
do aftord us ſeveral Truths worthy of our conſideration and 
repeated Thoughts. I will only name them. 

Firſt, Many of thoſe Afiittions which come upon the Saints, 
are the FTudzments of God 19:1 them. I do not ſay all are lo, 
but many. Probably the {ti oke of God upon you of this Con- 
gregation, is a Judgment. I do not take upon me poſitively 
to determin it, but 1t will be no prejudice to you to look up- 
on it under that Noeiien, and carry accordingly, humbling 
your ſelves under the hand of God, and learning Righreoul- 
neis. Is there not a Cauſe ? Find it out it you can, and beg 
that God would lead you into the knowledge of it, Job 10. 
2. I will [ay unto God, Do not condemn me, ſlew me where fore 
ehou contenae(t with me. ; 

Secondiy, The deareff of Gods Saints are within the reach of 
his Tudoments, and may be exerciſed by them. As he will to, their 
comfort gloriouſly manifeſt the /ove, to when occalicn requires 
he will uſe rhe Arrhority of a Father, If bis Children will be 
finfully deaf to Dodrize, he will open their Ears to Diſcipline, 
and by ir. Thoſe that will not be pliant to the Word, {hall 
feel the Rod. He hath ſuch a Love to them, and Care of them, 
that he will be ſure to n//p them (though he doth not willing: 

ly ) rather than /ofe them, Third- 


[5] 

Thirdly, The adminiſtrations of God to his People, in h1s juds- 
inz ani afflicting them, are ever managed with unſpotted Rinhte- 
ouſneſs and Faithfulneſs, Reproach ſhall never cleave to his 
Majelty. He will neither give his Glory to another, nor in 
the lealt {tain and blemiſh it himſelf, He can do nothing but 
what 1s Tight, and he will do nothing to his People but what 
is good. Ir is impothble for him to do any thing which ſhall 
violate the Law of Equity, and no leſs impoſlible is it for him 
to do any thing which 15 inconliitent wich his own everlaſting 
Covenanr, or their Interelt and good. 

Fourthly, God doth and will [atifie his People about the : 
They ſhall be able ro ſay, I know it ; tliey ſhati both ſee and 
feel it. Juſtice and Faithiulnefſs ſhall be fo plainly imprefs'd 
upon his Diſpenſations, and in ſuch legible Characters: that 
they ſhall run and read them. In order hereunto God hath 
been pleaſed to do much in his Word, and he will do more 
by his holy and almighty Spirit, who dwelleth with them, and 
will be in them, and make all ettectual upon them. But none 
of theſe things ſhall be the Subjects of the following Diſcourte, 
any further than as they will fall in under the handling of that 
DoQtrin which I intended for, and which with the Bleſſing of 
God will prove to your advantage, and that is ris: 


Doct. Unacy the moſt aſſiietive Proviaences, the Children of 
Goa ounht to preſs on to, 40a be expreſſive of 4 full ſatic- 
facticn of Su! concerning the Rizhteouſneſs and Faithful- 
nes of God in them. 


We ow2bt to be {atisficd, and have rcalon ſo to be, ot thai I 
ſhall ſpeak in the doctrinal part: We owoht to expreſs that [a- 
tzsfattian, Of this: 1n the Application. The Text we have be- 
tore us doth aitford a very ſufficient and folid Foundation tor 
us to build. ſuch a Conciution upon. We had this holy man 
had been mut with by God im the way of his Judgments, and 
exercilcd with Afflic:1ons, but we do alſo hand rhat the Lord 
and his Servant were Friends cotwithſianding that, and per- 
fely agreed ; this clearly. appears by the honourable Tettt- 
mony he gtves concerning God, and his {mart dealing with 
[2113s 
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him. He did not only put his mouth in the duſt, as one thz: 
had not a word to ſay againtt Gcd, but he opened it with 
wiſdom, as one that had enough to lay tor God, and to Þ:: 
praile * [| kzow that thy JAG HENS are r:zht , n the Origiial Ty 
i5{ as the Margin of our Bibles teils you ) Rz7ohteonſac/s, 
Righteouſneſs it ſelf ; they can be no more charged wil: 
being wrong or unjuſt, than /ighs can with being art, or 
ſweerneſs 1t telf with being bitter : And though thou haſt as. 
flited me, and doſt ſtill, I own it was and 1s in Faithtultut- 
neſs. So that here was -no ſuch thing as a quarrel, no ſuc! 
thing as an Objection, no finding of any faulr, but juttity- 
ing of God, and an humble acquieteence in his Will and the 
Product thereof. Now here I would have this in the fir(t 
place in a ſpecial manner taken notice of : That it is Gods 
Purpole and fixed Reiolution, that which his Heart is very 
much {er upon, to have all rhings clear'd up and ſet to right 
berween him and his People whom he dearly loves, and hath 
{et apart for himſelf, and tor an intimate and everlaſting com- 
munion. with Him in the other and better World, Ir is his 
unalterable Will, that there ſhall be a mutual ſatisfaction ; 
He will have a full ſarisfaction concerning them, and they 
again lhall have a full ſairstation concerning him. ; 

Firſt, God will have a fall ſatisfattion concerning his Peopl-. 
I ſay, God is inmoveably refolved upon that, He will have 
ſatisfaftion: Bur, alas 1 a poor Soul will fay, I cannot giyc 
it him. J-#9. 2, 3. How ſhonld man be juſt with God, if bh: 
ſhould contend with him ? he cannot anſwer him one of a thou- 
ſand. Not one mercy of a thouſand, they have been {o ill im- 
proved , not oe ſin of a thouſand, they are ſo foul, hainous 
and crying. But be nor difcouraged: at that, for ſince the 
Beſt of men are not able to make fatisfation, He: himſelt 
hath been gracioufly pleaied to make Proviſion, and to' find 
out a way for the doing of it, and hath to thar end a:d 
purpoſe /aid- he/p np5a' one tht is mighty, that fo his rihircmus 
and holy Law may not -quarrel, but be aniwered !n all its de- 
mands-; and that zine of bs elovrons Attribates niay have 
cauſe to complain, but whatever Objeftions may bc railt] 
and brought in againit them upon account of the Cori nion 
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2nd vitiouſnels of their Natures, or the ſinfulneſs and [rregu- 
larities of their Hearts and Cayriages, may receive a {ull an- 
iwer, and ſo ail bitructions and ruks which {iv in the w ay 
of their Happineis may be removed. And to hu bath ound 
a full, and will take an etcrnal ſaitisfaftion in that whicit lis 
only begotten and moſt duarly beloved Son, and our moit 
zracious and bleſied Redeemer the Lord Jeſrs Chriſt, did tree- 
iy uncenteke, and fully prrtorm in a way of active and pai. 
ſive Obedience ; irom that Sacrihce of himfclf which our 
High-Prielt did oncc ior all oftzr up, God hath ſmelt a (veet 
{avour of reſt, ſo that in Him he is now and for ever well- 
pleaſed with them. He can now cloſe with them, and with 
delight embrace them with bis Arms, and lay them in the 
Boſom of his Love, Mark the Language of his Grace, which 
is poured out of h:s Lips, and hiow ſweetly he calls to them : 
Iſa. 1. 18. Come now ana let ns reaſos tozether, ſaith the Lord, 
though your ſens be as Scarlet, they ſhall be as white as Saov, 
though they be red like Crim{on, they ſhall be as MWool!, And now 
the Dewrl 1s calt down, who is the great Accuſer of the 
zrethren, that would make 1t his buſineſs to accule them day 
and night betore God in his Temple, God u iil not give an 
Ear to him. He had as good fic {till, only his Hatred and 
Malice againſt you 1s ſo great that he cannot. Well, Chri- 
{tians, look to it that you do not liſten to Satans Tempta- 
tions, and you may be ſure, your Father will not liſten to his 
Accuſations. He 1s fatished concerning you by his Son, and 
in him you are accepted. You are not ſatisfied with your 
ſelves, not with the F:ame of your Hearts, but would have 
them more ſpiritual, holy and heavenly ; nor with your Dy- 
ties, but would have them more according to Goſpel rule : 
You would lerve God better, and be more with him, vet in, 
thorough ard by the Lord Jeius Chriſt, Ged is fatisfhed con- 
ccrning you, and with you, ſo that he reckons you his Jew- 
is, tis Porcton and Inheritance ; and in tht5 you have reaſon 
to 1£10yie ; And then further 

Secondly, {is 1 tove Will of God concernins his Peas, that 
ing, (bowld ltheptſe have a full {atisf aff 157 COPEL HIDG him, and 


all bis Diſpenſations, as they have haa ; Plal. 22, 2,2. .0 my 
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God, I cry in the Day-time and thou heareſt not, and in the Night- 
ſeaſon, and am not ſilent, but thou art holy, O thou that inhabit- 
eſt the Praiſes of Iſrael ; And lo 4faph acknowledged in the 
77th. Pſals, That God's way was in the Santtuary, a molt ho. 
ly way, though at that time it was a mylterious and abſtiulc 
way : His way was in the ſea, and his path in the great wa- 
ters, ana his footſteps were not known : And God takes this well 
at their Hands, he hath his Book of Remembrance for ſuc, 
Malachy 3.16. and it is that he doth expect trom all his Peo- 
ple, and will bring them to. 

That he expedts it from them, 1s clear from his expoltula- 
ting with them, as in Eze&. 18. 25. Hear, O Houſe of 1ſratl, 
is not my way equal ? are not your ways unequal? and 10 in 1/a. 
40. 27, 28. Why ſayeſt thou, O Jacob, and ſpeakeſt, O Iſrael ? 
my way is hid from the Lord, az my judement paſſed over from 
my Gol : Haſt thou not known, haſt thou not heard, that the 
everlaſting Goa, the Lerd, the Creator of the ends of the Earth, 
fainteth not, neither 1s weary, there 7s no ſearchine of bis nn- 
der ſt anarng : And thus he dealt with the tachy Prophet Fo- 
nah, who was ſo much off the Hooks upon rbe [paring of 
N:meveh, and the Withering of the Gourd, in the ſhadow 
whereot he had ſo exceedingly rejoiced ; the Lord was pleal- 
ed to ſpeak to him more than once, Jonah 4. 4. Doſt thou nell 
to be angry.” And again, Ver. Q9, Dojt thiu well to be angry for 
the Gourd ? Have I been fo merciful to Nizeveh, and to thy 
{elf roo, Jonah, and wile thou be ftroward with me ? Doſt 
thou well ro be Angry ? Have I done amiſs ? Have I givcn 
thee any Caule ? God would have all his People pleas'd with 
what he doth, and in Order to that, /azzsfied; and they have 
reaſon to be ſo, becaule ir 15 he that doth it: Were there 
no more, that ſhould in our Eſteem be enough alone. Da- 
vid counted it lo 1n P/atl. 39. 9, 10, though he was almoſt COR- 
ſumed with the blow of Uoa's Hand, yet he was dumb and opun- 
ed not his monty, becauſe He did it. 

And as God would have this in his People, and doth cx- 
pect it irom them, /o he 15 able to effett it and bring it to 
paſs : He that hath found out a vey to atistie himſelf con: 
cerning. Þ s Pepplcs bad Actions, ſo that there ſhall be no 


abiding 


9) 
abiding breach between him and them upon that ſcore, what 
is it that he cannot doe? He that hath done that in which 
lay the greateſt difficulty, cannot be poſed and non-plug'd by 
the leſs, 0vz. the ſatisfying of his People concerning his Dil- 
nſations of Providence and carriages towards them ; as zz 
blaſting their Eftates, and making them melt as ſnow before 
the Sun ; in breaking to preces their Relations, and making 
them to fit ſolitary and alone; in taking avay their Comforts, 
and rendering their Lives bitter, and a burden to them; in 
putting out that Light in which they had rejoyced for a ſea- 
ſon, [miting their faithful Shepherd who had fed them with 
ſound Knowledge and Underitanding. Theſe things and all 
others, God. hath made Proviſion for, and will facisfie his 
People about ; though he condefcends therein to them, not 
being reſponſible to his Creatures, Dzz. 4. 35. He doth ac- 
cording to his Will, both in the Army of Heaven, and among 
the Inhabitants of the Earth, and none can ſtay his hand, or ſay 
unto him, What aoft thou? Yet thus he lays by Majeſty (as it 
were) and ſtoops to duſt and aſhes: thus he will deal with 
them, after he hath dipt his Pen in Gall, and written bitter 
things againſt them, at which they are troubled, yea ſtartled. 
The next thing I {hall do, is to thew you, how neceſſary 
this is for us, though 1t be altogether Mercy, Grace through- 
out in God : For there are apt to be in 500d men under dark 
and afflictive diſpenſations very undue and unbecoming 
Thoughts and Morions, a filthy ſcum arifing. Poflibly you 
have found in your ſelves ſomerhing of that nature under 
the late Providence, which at preſent you may think proper 
and right, what you are very well able to juſtifie ; juſt as 
it was with Jozah in his extravagant Heat, his Paſſion had 
ſo blinded his Eyes, and conquer'd his Reaſon, that he told 
God to his Face, ( Jonah 4.9.) Ia well to be angry, een unto 
death ; But when theſe very . Perſons are returned to them- 
ſelves, their furious heat 1s abated, and they afterward be- 
come more compoſed and ſedate, and enjoy a due calmneſs 
of ſpirit, and thereupon come to reflet on themſelves, they 
will ſee cauſe to bluſli before God, to condemn themſelves, 
and to be aſhamed of their words and attions, I will-give you 
altagnce Or two WY 
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Firſt, In ſuch Caſes they are very forward to enter the Liſts, 
and Diſpute with God : When his ways are out of their ſight, 
his Providences ſo many Riddles and Myfteries that they can- 
not Interpret ; when the Hand of God comes near to a Man, 
and toucheth him to the quick, bleeding him in a Maſter- 
Vein, and taking away from hun that which was the delire 
of his Soul, and the Delight of his Eyes. There are uregu- 
lar and unchild-like Workings in Im, though at anotlier 
time you would not have thought tre had been any ſuch 
thing in the Man, bur let God have us'd him at his Plea- 
ſare, let God have tuml/l:d and toiled him up and down as 
he would, he would {i!; have fallen upon a (quare, and when 
this and that and the uther was gone, he would have polle(T- 
ed his Soul in Patience ; but alas we find it with him as 
with Water that hath for ſome rime been 1n a Glaſs, while 
it ftands {till ir looks pure and clear, but if one ſtir and ſhake 
it, then thar filth riſerh which lay betore at the bottom un- 
diſtern'd, and now ?tis all over diiturb'd and roil'd : So here, 
the Chriſtian hath had ſome Diſappointment or Loſs, ſome- 
rching or other by which his Spirit is wounded, and that purs 
him quite out of H:mour, and now he thinks himſclf able to 
deal with God, and, as 1 iaid, would argue the Caſe with 
him. Thus it was with the Weeping Prophet, Jerem. 12. 16; 
Tndeed he laid down this as an Ecrcrnal Truth, that would nor 
admit of any queſtion 4 Righteous art thou, O Lord : Yet nc 
thought there were ſome things that he might Antmadyert 
upon, and be bold to diſcourſe with God about : Let me tak 
with thee of thy Tuloments ; Yes, do lo, Feremy, but when 
thou doſt, fet a Watch before the d-our of thy Lips, and have 
2 Care thou doſt nor tranſgrels. Well, he turns Queſtionitt ; 
Wherefore doth the way of the wicked proſper ? Wherefore are all 
they happy that deal viry treacheronſly ? And Afﬀicted Job went 
beyond him, and 10ſec roo high, Job 23. 3, 4, 5- O that 1 kaww 
where I might find him, that I might come even to his ſeat ; 1 
would oraer my i.anſe before him, and fiil my, Mouth with Arga- 
melts : 1 would know the KI/ords which i; would anſwer me, and 
wilder tand; what he would ſay unto me ; But know it 1s far more 
becoming, of Yian,, and' profitable fos him, to-deal with God in 
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a way of humble Submiffion and fervent Supplication than 1n a 
way of Diſpute, for in this way God will certainly be too hard 
tor Man, and teach him better Manners, as he did Job, whom 
he brought upon his Knees, and made throw down his Wea- 
pons, and cry Peccavi, Job. 40. 4. Þ:hold I am ils ; both re- 
ally fo, and in mine own Eyes, //hat ſill 1 anſwer thee ? I 
will lay my hand upon my mouth, and fo tor the turure Seal 
up my Lips, as one that do not know what to [1y, and have 
already offended in ſaying I did not know what, Let all 
the Earth keep ſilence betore him, but vain Man would be 
Wile. And fo 

Secondly, There # apt to be even in good Men themſelves 
ſomething of a Tumaltuous and Diſcontented Spirit, riſing up azainſs 
God becauſe of his Providences, forming in their Minas very unvor- 
thy and unbeſeeming Thoughts of him : Exceeding diſhonoura- 
ble Thoughts, which do wretchedly reflect upon God and 
Religion ; this we ſee too roo plainly in Holy Aſaph, Plal. 73. 
He firſt looked abroad round aboit him, and there ſaw the 
Ungodly of the World free from thole Troubles with which 
many better than themſelves were exerciſed, and filled with 
all manner of Delights, Profpering and Flouriſhing, increal(- 
ed in Riches, and having more than Heart could Wilh ; then 
he turn'd home, and confider'd how Matters ſtood there, 
and he found himſelt roughly handled, Be:m2 plagred all the 
day lono, and chaſtened every morning ; and upon this he was 
almoſt ready to run with the Herd, to throw up all, and 
caſt Dirt in the Face of Godlinels, by laying down this Vile 
Aſſertion, / er. 13. Verily I haus cieanſed my heart in vain, and 
waſhed my hands in innoceary : Only God was gractioully pleal- 
ed ſeaſonably to ſtep in with his preventing Kindneſs, and to 
Recover him again, and bring him to his right Mind, by ma- 
king him to ſee and conlider the tendency of ſuch a ſpeech, 
Ver. 15. 1f 1 ſay 1 will ſpeak thus, behold I (hou'd fend againſt 
the generation of thy Children. By this you {ze what need good 
Men have of a Corrector. 

Now in the next place my Buſineſs will be to ſhew, That 
before God hath done with his People, He will ſo Anſwer 
all their ObjeQtions, ſo clear up Matters to them, ſo open and 
C.2 explain 
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explain the abſtruſe Riddles of his Providence, that they ſhall 
be well ſettled in their Minds, and both able and ready to 
profeſs themicIves very wet! fatished abour that which Gog 
hath done ; for the Proof whirzreof there 1s no need of carry- 
ings you any turthcr than the Text, where the Plalmiſt doth 
with all his Heart jutt:tic God ; [ 4zow O Lord that thy Tudo - 
ments are rient, and that thou in faithfuln:{s haſt afflicted me : 
And when theſe rwvo things are once fer before the Chriſti. 
an ifs juit hghr, namely the Jult:ce or Righreouſnets of the 
Diſpentation, and the Faithfulnels of God in it, the ſweet Sa- 
tisfactioi of his Soul mult neceliarily reſult from it : And there 
is enongh plainly laid down in the Sacred Scripture to fatisfie 
as to both theſe, any one that 1s acquainted with it, and 
would be fatisfied, and hatch nor a mind to quarrel : As I ſhall, 
through the Divine Aiffiltance and Bleſſing make to appear, 
beginning firſt with the Righteouſneſs of God's Judgments, 
or {marting Diſpenfations, which, if I be not greatly miſta- 
ken, will be evident to him that will give himſelf time and 
leave to Conſider theſe few things. | 

Firſt, The Avſolute Sovereionty and Power of God : This doth 
carry a great deal of Strength along with it, and is alone 
ſufficient to ſilence Diſputes, and to make a Man put his Mouth 
in the Duſt, let the thing which God hath done be whar it 
will. It muſt be granted that ail Men are accountable, both 
thoſe that are under the Law, and thoſe that made it. The 
Actions of Men arc to be weighed in a juſt Ballance, and 
jadecd of by Reaſon and according to Law : To aftirm any 
Man to be altogether above a Law, is to make him more 
than a Man : But who ſhall ſay, What aoft rhou, to him who 
hath unqueſtionable right to do whatloever he pleaſeth both 
in Heaven and in Earth ? All Perfons and Things are in his 
Hand, and as much at his diſpoſe as Clay is in the Hand ct 
2 Potter, of which he can make a Veſſel cf Honour or of 
Diſhonour. As God at his own time called the World out 
of Nothing, and cſtabliſbed the Earth upon the Floods, fo He 
£40 at his own time ( as He hath of late up and down } caulc 
tremendous and depopuleting Earthquakes, and at Iaft burn 
t up and ail the Yorks therein, As when He pleated He 
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did raiſe Man out of Duſt, ſo when He pleafeth He can ſay 
Unto Duſt thou ſhalt return. At his own Pleaſure he ſends 
Labourers to work in the Vineyard, ſome at the {ixth Hour 
of the Day, ſome at the ninth, and ſome at the eleventh : 
So, at his own Pleafure he ſaith to this Man, and to thar, and 
to the other, / have zo more Work for y:u to do ; When He 
{ees good, He Calls ſuch an one to his Service, he hath a 
Job for him, and when he fees tit, he ſaich, Now you {hall 
take your reſt, thou haſt b:en fatthful in thy little, wor enter 
into the joy of thy Lord : All things are and ſhall be as God 
will have them ; and Roz. 9. 20. Who art thoy, O Man, thit 
replieft againſt God ? or Anſwerelt again, and Diſputclt with 
him? It was in this that the ſtrength of that Argument lay, 
which £1/:54 brought for the quiering of Job's difturbed Spi- 
rit, and the putting a deſirable end ro that over- hot Contro- 
verlic which had been between him and his three Friends, 
when he Interpolſed, endeavouring to bring things to a good 
and amicable Ifſue, he laid all the weight upon this bottom. 
Job was at a perfect loſs, his Heart did not reproach him, 
but all along he had the Tetiimony of his Conſcience thar 
He was not wicked, but had ſincerely and induftriouſly en- 
deavoured to wall in his Integrity, and thereupon he wonder- 
ed that ſuch ſevere Strokes {hould be Orde'rd out to him : On. 
the other {ide his three Friends were Nonplus'd too, and could 
not tell. how to look upon 7 as a godly Man, but an Hypo- 
crite, Unmask'd lince he was io exerciſed, humbled and emp- 
tied ; Elruthen comes to untie the Knot which had been too 
hard for them, and reſolved ail into the Sovercignty of Goz,, 
Job 33-12, 13. 1 well anſwer thee, that Gud 7: a1eater than Man, 
why dojt thou ſt1ive agataſt him ? for he 014th a9 account of any 
of his Mwtters : He is too great tor that, infiniicly too bigh to: 
ve brought ro the Creatures Barr : And when El:hu had pro- 
{ecuted the Argument, and wich much holy Wiſdom mana- 
ged the partof a Mocerator, God himſelf feconded kim, and 
wen: on after the ſame manner that his Serv.:ne had done, , 
initruCted by his Spirit, 7-6 4c. 2. $141 he that contend: th wth 
the Almighty inflruct him? be thu reproved God, lot him anſwer 
it: And Ver. 8 «9, Wilt th: . : tioull 7) aa: imcit ?. wilt thor: 
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condemn me that thou mayeſt be righteous ? haſt thou an Arm like 
God ? or canſt thou thunder with a Voice like him ? and you may 
ſee that when this Holy Man Jeb had heard and been better 
informed than betore- concerning this great Truth, he made 
haſte and delayed not to reſolve upon an humble liience : / 
have heard of thee by the hearing of the Ear ; 1.e. I have for- 
merly had ſome Notices given me of God, I have had Teach- 
ings from my Parents and Inſtruttors, but now mine Eyes have 
ſeen thee ; 1 have had from thee farther and much clearer 
Diſcoveries of thy Self, and Power and Glory, than ever I had 
from Man, and now inſtead of Contending with thee, T ab- 
hor my ſelf, ana repent in du{t and aſhes, Job 42. 5, 6. and be- 
fore that in the 40 Chap. 4, 5. Ver. Behold I am vile, what ſhall 
1 anſwer thee ; 1 will lay my hand upon my mouth : Once have 1 
ſpoken, but I will not anſwer ; yea twice, but I will proceed no fur- 
ther ; Or, as it is in the Original, I wil! zot add, not a Word 
more, not a Syllable more : There hath been too much already 
abſurdly ſpoken by me againſt thy Wiſe and Holy Providences, 
who haſt ſuch a Sovereign Authority, and unlimited univerſal 
Right to do whatſoever thou wilt, tor that the good Man did 
acknowledge and ſubſcribe to, Job 42. 2. I know vhat thou canſt 
do every thing ; nothing that 1s evil, every thing that is good ; 
every thing that is not a contradiction in it ſelf nor to him, 
nothing that is unworthy of him ; every thing that doth be- 
come him : He can do every thing for «s, and every thing 
with us that he pleaſeth. God will not do all that he can, but 
He can do all that he will : He hath Power todo it, yea and 
he hath Authority tco, and therefore every thing that he 
doth mult needs be right, becauſe he hath a right to do what 
he pleaſeth. There is none that can give Law ro God, only 
He is a Law to himſelf. 

Secondly, Conſider God in all thoſe liahter or heauter Affliti- 
01s, with which be doth exerciſe the Chilaren of Men, yea his 0a 
Children; he muſt of necfſity be juſtifica and acknovleazed right, 
becarſe he doth not in ary of them excced the demerit of their fins : 
He carnot but co right in all things, that doth wrong in 
nothing. We do indeed meer with this Pathetical Expreſli. 
on in Job 23. 2. Even to day is my Complaint bitter ; It 1s bit- 
ter 
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ter fo me; for tho it gives me Eaſe, yet it is not what TI like 3 
I do not love to be always Complaining, and I lind it is bitter 
to you, you do not reliſh it, you do not love to have your de- 
licate tender Ears thus grated, yet, faith he, My {roke zs hea- 
vier than my 2roaning : It thele Groans pierce your Ears, there 
are Sorrows that wound my Heart ; if my Groans be great, 
my Burden 15 much greater ; 1t my Complaint be very bit- 
ter, I am ſure the blow which God hath given me is very 
{mart :; You think my Patience 1s very ſmall, but you are not 
ſen{ible of my Pain, you do not feel that which I feel : But 
mari this, though 7.4 did lay, his Stroke was oreattr than his 
Groans, yet he doth ior lay that /t-was Treater thin his Mas; 
No, No, the Sins of an Hour deſcrve all the Aflictions of a 
Life, and morc too : There 1s more evil in the lealt fin than 
therc is in the greateit Atliction : There is good in AﬀiQtion, 
but none at all in Sin. Sue what Rovhar laid to Feb, Job 
It. 6. Kpow that God exits of thoe leſs than thy Iniquities ac- 
ſerve ; God hath taken away iby Servants, and thy Catrle, 
and thy Children, and ſuftered Satan to {mite thee with 
Boyls from the Crown of the Head to the Sole of the Foor, 
and hither thuu art come trom great Honour and Eitate to a 
Dungh:l, bur as good a Man as hou art and thinkelt thy feit 
to be, thine Iniquities deferve worte than all this. Iniquity 
for ccrtain deſerves Affliction, but in this Lite God never Or- 
ders out to any ſo many and 1o great Aflictions as their Int- 
quities do delerve. The leaſt Mercy 15 more than all our Earn- 
ings amount to, and the greatelt Aﬀliciion lets than our leatt 
Sin deferves. David complained in P/z!. 38. Thi Gras dr- 
YOWS fluck faſt in him, anathis tHland preſj: d him {ore +: But bis 
fins made deeper Wounds in his Conlcience than thoſe Ar- 
rows did in his Flelh, and accordingly he cryed out mm the 
4th, Verle, that bis Iniquities were 20ne over his Head, and as 
an h.avy burden they were too heavy for him : The Hand of God 
did forely preſs him, bur his Iniquites did preis him a great 
deal worle.. "The Condition 1nio which toning and Cod pro- 
voking Jeruſalem had been brougtt, and in which it lay for 
the ſpace of ſeventy Years, Was exceeding deplorable t You 
muſt needs account. it {o 1t you. cver took Notice how it is ſet. 
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Out by the Prophet Jeremiah in his Lamentations : Yet Holy 
Ezra humbly and ingennoutly acknowledged to the Glory of 
God, Ezra 9.13. That he had puniſhed them leſs than their Tni- 
qurties, My Friends, it is a very proper Couple for you, and 
tor others under Affliction, firſt to take a ſerious View of you 
Sins, looking upon them through the Glaſs of Chri/*s Blood, 
tor fo you will ſee them to be out of meaſure finful, and after 
that turn your Eyes upon your Afi:d:ons, and behold their 
Face in the Glaſs of your ſs, and then you will ſee them to 
be very moderate, and that the Divine Contendings with you 
are in meaſure, Whoſoever he be that doth really fee into 
the Demerit of ſin, cannot but preſently diſcover much of 
the Mercy which is in the AMiction ; and it muſt be grant- 
ed that thoſe Afﬀictions can be no other than righc which arc 
Merciful AfMlictions. 

Thirdly, Conſider God in his depriving his People of their 
Comforts, and taking away from them their pleaſant thinss, and 
how grievous ſoever this Diſpenſation is to them, God can- 
not but therein be right, becauſe He rates from them nothins 
but that which was his own, Job was ftript to his very Skin, 
and that too was not left whole ; he then looked to what 
would be at laſt, that as he came Naked into the World, 
ſo he ſhould go Naked out, but ſtill he did not quarrel : How 
came that about ? See Job r. 24. The Lord hath given, and 
the Lord hath taken, bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. God hath 
taken away your Eſtates, how came you to have them ? 
were they not of his beſtowing ? Remember then the ſam: 
Hand that haih now caſt you down, did before lift you up. 
Gcd hath now Written you Childleſs, but conſider that he 
made you Parents; wt was His Vozll and his Flax, his Gold 
and his Silver, and your Children were more his than your 
own: God hath now taken away your Husband, and your 
Father, and your Paſtor, but He gave Lim firſt, and when 
He gave lim you knew He did not give him to you for 
ever. You knew when you came together, and while you 
lived together, it would be only for a ſeaſon, and you muſt 
part again. When God gave him to you, it was with the 
Reſervation of his own Intereit, which muſt always be kept 
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entire. God did not part with, nor in the leaſt diminiſh his own Right 
when he put him into your Hands: He gave him to you, but it was 
for a time. The truth 1s he did only lend him ts you, 1n his Pity and 
Love he ſent him to you, that he might bz an Helper to your Faith and 
Joy, and promote your Progrets 13 that way of Truth and Holinefs 
which leads to Heaven and Glory. You knew that it was God?s Inten- 
tion, his fixed and uvalterable Reſolution to ſnd for him home as ſoon 
2S he had finiſhed that which was given him todo: And what Reaſon 
can be aflizned why He or any other Faithiui Miniſter or Godly Chrilti- 
3n ſhould ſtay here 3fter his Work is Cone? It would be an ickſom 
and tedions thing tor an holy Soul to live in the World and be Idie, 
to live and have noihing to do: Sl I rot av with my 9nn as I pleaſe ? 
ſaid the Maſter to that Labourer who quarrelld with him about his 
Pay : And may not the great God im1ci) more ſay ſo? Whar, ſhall I 
ask your leave? Is ic fit that I ſhoud advite with you what I ſhall do 
vith, and how 1 ſhall diſpoſe of that which is mine own? Miniſters 
are Stars, with which I have beautificd the Firmament of the Church, 
which is a lower Heaven ; thele | have made and appointed to give 
Lizht utto the World, and I will ſet them in what Otb I pleaſe, and 
when they have ſhined there, and icatter'd their benign Influences as 
long as 1 ſee good, I wiil place them in another 3 ard when they have 
done all that which it is my Pleaſure ſhould be done by them, l will take 
them up to 30 higher Sphere, even that of Heaven, where they ſhall ſee 
my Face in Rightcouſnefs, Contemplate my Glory, and be Satisfied 
with my Love and Likencis. But once more 

Fourthly, Let us View thoſe Fudygment s or Afflictions. which God Orders 
out ro his People in all the Circumſtances of rem, and we ſhall find they are 
1tobt thbrouckour. Here I might be very large, but will Contra&t. 

His Judgments are right as to 1 Principle from which God afts in the 
Ordering them out, and as to thc End at which he alms, and as to the 
Means of which he makes Uſe, and 2s to the Meaſure of their Suffer- 
2s, ho:v much they ſhiil bz2r, and 5s to the Time how long they 
ſhall continue. God 1s fo exact 11 theſe and all other things that can 
poſlivly be named, that there is not the imatlleit Failure : That which 
they ſaid of our dear Lord Jeſus witile ho was here on Earth, we may 
moſt truly affirm of God, He hath do ul rhings will, Were the World 
to begin again, all his Providenccs ſhou!d be as they have been, becauſe 
nothing in them can be mended. 1 will give tome j1ght touches and 
ſhort hints npoa thoſe things which I have named, and to pais on. 

There are Judgments and dark Proviucnces which God Orders out 
to Churches and particular Saints, ont the Principle from which in them 
God atts., 1s a Principle of Love, and that is not only right but Cwoet : He 
Loves them while he atilicts them, an he atiiicts them bccanſe he Loyes 
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them, Kevel. 3. i9. As many as I love I rebuke and chaſten, Poſlibly his 
Love is not plainly impreſs'd upon the Rod, fo that thou canſt run 
and read it, at preſent it is Couccal*d, but It will break out and ſhew 
it ſeif in due time. Ephratm was as # Bullock unaccuſtomed to the Yoke, 
tmparient and wruly, and as lich he was Chaltiied, the Whip {marted, 
and the Goad jpricked him, yet he was God's dear Son ard plerſart Ciilg, 
and his Father retolved to have Merey mp9 im, God 'iath taken this 
and that from you, Moderate your Grief, for He T1 wor rake his loving 
kindneſs from you. The Rod may ſmart and put you to Pain, bat it is 
the Hand oi Divine Love which lays it on. 

As God is rizht in the Principle trom which he acts, fo He 1s 7 rhe 
End at which he aims, for that is excecding grocious, Heb. 12.10. He 
chaſtens us not for his on pleaſure but for our profu, tat we ray be parta- 
kers of his holineſs : He eims not at the Weakening of our Bodies 2::d 
Eſtates, but the Mending of our Souls; not that we m:ght be made the 
Poorer by ic, but the better: And as this 15 his End, fo ir ſhall be at- 
tained, Rom. 8,28. Me know that all thin”s ſhall work together for good to 
them that love God : They have done it hitherto, and 1o they ſhall for 
the future : It is clezr from conſtant Experience : We hor zt - Good is 
in the Heart and Purpoſe oi God, and all things ſhall be ſubſervicut ro 
It, all ſhall make their Contribntions. This late Providence, the 
Death of your Worthy Paſtor was for good, for certain it was good 
for him ; to him to live was Chriſt, aid therefore to him to dye muſt needs be 
gain, unleſs Paul were miſtzken, Philip. 1. 21. That you will ealily grant, 
viz. He is no loſer by leaving of the World, and ot You, becaute he 
is gone to Heaven, He is where He would be, where He knows more, 
and enjoys more, and is better than he conJd here, had he lived Z7:- 
thuſelab*s Age ; and this ſhall work ſor good to you allo: Bur you do 
not ſee how that ſhould be. It is very likely you are dim-ſighted, and 
ſee but a little way ; and let this be enough for yon, ( as indeed it is 
at preſent ) that though you do not ſce, God doth, who is Wiſer 
than you. And then 

God is right as to tie Means which he uſeth : Thoſe that he makes 
Choice of and employs, are the heſt that could be in the Caſe : Or, it 
they be not ſo in themſelves, he both can and will make them ſo ; if 
they be too Weak, he will Impower them; and if they have no Vir- 
Tue of their own, he will Infuſe ſome into them, as in the Sound of 
Rams- Horns, before which the Walls of Fericho fell ; or if they be con- 
trary, he will reconcile them. One would think Clay and Spirr/e are 
enough to put out ſeeing Eyes, but when he pleaſeth he can temper 
them into {o Sovereign a Remedy as ſhall give Sight to one that was 
born B:id. 

Further, God 55 riebr as to the Degree and Height of the Suffering : When 
angry 
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angry with his Children, He ſtirs not up all his Wrath ; No, No, He 
Contendcs with them in meaſure : He never maketh too great a Rod, 
nor gives his Patient too large a Doſe, but weighs out every thing, ſo 
that there ſhall not be one Drop of Gall too much ia the Cup : He 
faithful, who will not ſuffer you to be tempted above what you are able + Full 
out as much, but no more. /f need be you are 12 heavine/s, no more than 
need, no longer than need. And ſo 

God ts right as to the Time, when Trouble ſhall come, and when it. 
ſhall go, when it ſhall beglo, and when ceaſe. He Goth every Ting 
in Seaſon. In the Fulneſs of Time He ſent his Son into the World, 
and fo He ſends Affliction. Death comes to reap his Corn when. it. is 
\\ ite to the Hearveit, and He puts every oiv of his Children to Bed 
at their Hour. When his Faithful Servants have Finiſned ther Work, 
then he takes them to their Re{t, and lays them ar perte& Eaſe in the 
Boſoin of Abraham, or rather his own. They ſhal! rot out-live it, 
nor ſhall they dye before it is done, I hope | have {aid enough to ſa- 
tisfie you about the Perfect Righteouſnets of God in his Judgments, 
and that may well ſilence you. 

There is another thing 1n the Text which this Holy Man ſaith He 
aid know, and that is, the Faithfulneſs of God im afflieting him, And it 
the other doth filence, this may well quiet and delight the AﬀiRted 
Saint: And truly we have all of us reaton to be ſatisfied about this, 
that though God often is an Aﬀicting God, yet He always is a Faith- 
ful God, and it is in his Faithfulneſs that he doth Order out Affliftions 
to them. Now this will appear it you Conlider theſe two things, God 
iS Faithful to his Covenant, and to his Peoples lntereſt. 

Firſt, In affliftive Providences God is Faithful ro bis own Covenant : In- 
ſtead of running Croſs to it, he acts in a Wiſe Purſuance of it. He 
never runs Croſs toit, for willle the Saints are here, the Covenant doth 
not put any of them out of the reach of Afﬀictions, Galar. 4.1. The 
Heir as long as he is a Child differs nothing from a Servant, though he be 
Lord of all; but may have as couric Fare and 2s hard Uſage ; ſo may 
one of thoſe that are Heirs of God and Glory. Indeed we are ailared, 
there 15 no Condemnation to them that are in Chrijt Feſns + And that Securi- 
ty is matter of great Joy ; bnt tho' by laying hold upon Cariit 3nd the 
Covenant they are free from Condenmariou, yet they may expect Proba- 
tious whenſoever God pleaſe, and Corrctti5y when they deterve and need 
it. As we before intimated, God hath relet ved unto himſelf a Liber- 
ty and Power of Piſtirg bis Childrews I.tgquittes nith the Rod, and their 
Tranſerejſions with Stripes. 

But zor running Croſs 19 197 Covenant 15 n0t all, it 1s too little, for in 
aftlictive Providences npon good Men, God ts in prirfuance of his Co- 
venart, tor by that he jtards Obliged to te not only a Sau to them 
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for refreſhing, and a Shield for defence ; not only to give them Grace in 

the way, a:d Glory In the Country, but allo ro nirthizold n9 good thing 
from ther: that walk uprightly: New Reafon and Experience cell us that 
Phyſick 15 g©d, wholſome and necellary, ſometimes as well 6s Food, 
apd P I) Ee8, tho' It1ov64, ard make Heart-iick, cre goo as well as Cor- 
dials, and bir--r tl hings 2ie pond as well as /weer, Piai. 119 71. Jr 1, 200 
for we that {ate been :flicted: Matiy ef holy and grectious Pcr10n (2 

not {iy It is 7005 ior me that | am affliited. Poor Cicature, his Si. 
rit i- ſo diſorder'd by the bicternet> of the Attliction, ihat he cannotac 
pretent caſte che ſweetneis of that good it doth oy b1:t tooner or ]a- 
ter every {uch an ove iball fay, Jr 35 good for me trat Thaw  betn 4fjiictead 
While Goo is Plowing upo: their BY end moking long his Fur- 
rows, they conclude it is very ſtranoe ork, bat w han DE) SRCe COM: 

to reap ihe Harvelt, they fh-:! n5!t freely, and with thankſuinets 
acknowicdge to lis Giory, nat it was way good Wort, 

Secondly, In 1c Provid-nces God 1s NY true arid feirbful to hi. 
Peoples Intereſt : Though they be ard often are Suffers, yet it is to by 
Charged npon itcmielves, an not upon God, if they be /ofers - It j 
his gracious W1li that they ſhould rot fs but gain by their Sifier ir 2c, 
and that their Gains ſhould not only compenſate and cquzl their Loſics, 
but likewiſe much exceed them : From the Thorns that prick and 
wound them, ard let out foie of their Blocd, they ſhall gather the 
peaceable Fruit of Rizhrcouſneſs, Heb. 12. 11. When the Lord leads his 
People into a Walte and howling Wilderneſs, he makes for them » 
7ight way, though there was none b<!ore ; poſlibly it is ſteep, rupy ic 
and troubleſome, however It is right ; and walking 1n it uvndefiled, 
they ſhall be brought to a pleaſaurt Place, a goo Lind, a City Sig 
bitations, When God is tripping \ you of this and that, "and the ot. 
Delight, He is thereby fitting you for a more Noble Enjoy imei, 
more Valuable Good, yea, for thoſe Bleſſings iggwas run parallel wit 
the Line of Eternity. Thi: is all che Frenr t9 rake away your ſr, and to 
Prepare you for a more intimate Communion with” tim hcre, ai:d 3 
plenary endleſs Fruition of him in the othcr World, 1 Coy. 3. 22. 4! 
things EE Pt, whethzer Paul, or Apoilos, or Cephas, or the World, or 
Life, or Death, or things pr cfent. or things to come, all arc y-/urs : O the 
Riches of a Believer ! all his, Miniſters, Ordinances, Providences, theic 
that look pleaſantly upon you, and thoſe too that kave a terriiiie Aſpect, 
allare yours, your Friends, yCur Servants, all impioyed fur the pro- 
moting of your Holineſs, aud thereby your Happinels; the good NViail 
in the 73d. Pſalm, was patiied, had, ard priced tn byr reins, but upon 
his going, into the Sanlituary, and Confuliing with the Divine Orac.s, 
his Pains abated and went off, ſo that He quickly found al} well : 
223,24. Neverthieſs / em continually With 168 ;, and. though cvil be with 


me, 
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me, I will not fear it ſo long as I am with thee ; rh0# holdeſt me by my 
riohe hand, whereby I am fate from ſinking into utter rnine ; hou ſhale 
gintd: me with thy Connſel, and lo whatever I may loſe by the way, 1 thall 
not be QUILE lo!t my lelt ; and afterward receive me unto glory, and it thou 
receive me, its no mattzr who rcjzts me, and however things go with 
me at the preſent, Iam ſure they will be perfectly well at lalt ; For rhe 
ſufferings of tis preſent life are 9t worthy 19 be compared with the glory which 
ſhall be reveal:d, Rom. 8. 18. No, not to be mentioned the fame day, 
becauſe theſe are but /rohr Afiictions, and ſhort, but for a moment, and 
yet they work for real Saints 4 far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
elory. Thus you have ſeen that all Gog's Judgments are right, where- 
fore he deſerves to be juſtified, and that he is Faithtul in Afﬀlicting his 
Children, therefore it becomes them to be ſatisfied : He will Correct 
them, that he may not Loſe them; He will Judge them, thnet he may 
not Condemn them with the Worid. We have ficiſhed the Doctri- 
nal part, and ſhall now procced to the Ute, waich will bz by way of 
Exhortation, dividing it {elf into two Branches. 
4. SB. 

Exnortation firſt : 7 ao Count and beſeeci! -you ail to rijt ſatisfied with 
and ſubſcribe to the Righteouſneſs of God in his Tudoments 1/.at are upon you, 
and hi, Faithfulneſs in thoſe Affiiftions with which he hath been pl: aſed to excer- 
ciſe you - Let him be juſtified when he Chides and Frowns, let him be 
Clear?d when he Judgeth. Do this now with refercnce to that ſmart- 
ing Strozk which was lately given you, and proved the 1:d Occaſion 
of the preſent Diſcourſe, and Co the ſame too with reference to any 
other Rebuke and Blz{t of Providence which is upon you : And it is ac- 
corving to the Will of God and the Practice of his People, for you to 
mak? your ſa:isfaction known. Let it appezr, and that by ſuch things 
2s theſe: 

Firlt, By Ceaſing ard putting an cond to all Diſputes : Stop the Mouth of 
Contradiction, and let your Souls keep Silence unt9 God, let there 
be no riling oi Heart agatnit God, no OvjeCing aguiult any thing that 
He hath dore, no finding of Fault. Know, O Man, who and what- 
ſoever thou art, however diſtinguiſhed from thy Neighbours, and dig- 
nitied above them, the great God is ebove thy Match, and by no means. 
to be Conterided with ; He 97ves wo deoonmt of bit Aarters, and there- 
fore not to be ſummoncd to the Cieaitues-Bar ; He himſelf is the Su- 
pream J1dge, by whom all are to be Szntenced as to their Etcrnel Srate. 
and from whom there 1teth no Appeal, and theiciore be not you ſo 
bold as to fit Judges upon him or any of his Provideaces. Rememter 
Damia”s Carriage v.hen almoſt Conſumed by the Blaw of God's Hand, 
Pſal. 59. 9. 1 was aumo, I opened not my meath, bucaſc thou didſt it» Ang 
look upon the Man bearing the Yoke in his Youch., end Conſider hove 
OY 
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he is deſcribed in the 3 Lament. 28, 29. He ſits alone and kreps ſilence, 
and puts his Mouth in the duſt if ſo be there may ve hope, and piveth his Check 
ro him that ſmites him. Certainly, Az humble Submiſſion and parient Silence 
Co beſt become the greateſt and moſt Holy Perions under the moſt ſe- 
vere Chaſtenings. Think with your ſelves what Colonr of Reaſon you 
can poſlibly have for Objecting againſt that which 1s every way right. 
Why ſhould you go about to find a Fault where there is none, eſpeci- 
ally when every one of you have above a thouſand. 

Secondly, Quarrel your ſelves for former Quarrelinos of God, and un- 
reaſonable diſlikes of his Diſpenſations ; thus it was with Holy 706,tho' 
for a time he would maintain his own ways before God, and thought he had 
enough to ſay, Fob 23. 3, 4. O that I knew where 1 might find him, that 
I might come even to his Seat, I would order my Canſe before him, and fill 
my Month with Arguments; but he was of another mind when he was 
brought forth into a clearer light, then he took God's part againlt him- 
ſelf, and that in the ſame words which God had uſed with a very little 
Variation, Fob 42. 3. Who 3s he that hideth Counſel without Knowledge, 
therefore have 1 uttered that 1 underſtood not, things too wonderful for me, 
which I knew not, which was an humble acknowledgment both of his 
Isnorance, and of his Folly in meddling with what was above him. The 
like we. find in Aſaph, he being in anguiſh of Spirit, burdened with a 
continued Series of Affiftion, and heated with Temptations, /pake un- 
adviſedly with his Lips, he threw dirt in the Face of Religion and Godli- 
neſs, by ſaying, He had cleanſed his Heart in vain, and. waſhed his Hand 
in Innocency : But when that Violent Paroxiſm was over, and being at 
leiſure from his Paſſion, he came to make a due reflection upon what he 
had ſaid, he fell upon himſelf with a juſt and holy Indignation, and 
of his own accord cryed out, P/al. 73. 22. So foohiſh was I and ignorant, 
I was as a beaſt before thee : He did not only eat wp his own words, which he 
found exceeding bitter to him, but by /pirezng in his own Face he gave 
Glory to God. : 

Thirdly, Submit and yield to God for the future, and do it cheerfully, 
lye at his Foot, put your ſelves and your 3ll into his Hand, and leave 
it to him to take his own way with you, and to uſe his own Method. 
Some of the Fewiſh Writers ſay thet David did utter theſe Words in 
the Text, when he was forced to leave his Palace, ard to flee before 
the Face of his unnatural and rebellious Son Abſalom, in danger of loſing 
both his Kingdom and Life. And if ſo, then being ſo ſweetly and 
fully ſatisfied about the Rrghreornſneſs and Faithfirlneſs of God 10 his dea]- 
ings with him, you may tee how readily he rcligns himſelt zo the dif- 
ofal of God, 2 Sam. 15. 25, 26. The Kino ſaid uit0 Zadok, carry back 
the Ark of God into the City, if 1 ſhall find Favour in the Eyes of the Lord, 
he will bring me again, and ſhew me both it and kts habitation : But if bt 

thus 
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thus ſay, 1 bave no delight m thee ;, behold, here am I, let im do t0 me as 
ſeemeth good unto him. If my God have no Pleaſure in me, 1 will take 
Pleaſure in nothing z if he will lay me aſide,I will be content ; if be will 
cut me off, 1 will lay my Head upon the Block : God ſhall Order, ang 
I will accept ; His Will ſhall be the &»l;ng Will, and mine the Com- 
plying Will. Let him as he pieaſeth Carve out my Condition, and | 
will take it as it comes : If I mult no longer wear a Crown, then I wiil 
take up a Croſs. And the Church was much in the taine frame when 
fallen and fitting In darknels, Micah 7, g. 1 will bear the Indignation of 
the Lord, take ail pattently, and accept ine Puniſhment of mine [ni- 
quity, jor | have ltaned againſt him, theretore though the Rod ſmarr 
| will Kils it. 

Laſtly, Be ſjurc to juſtifie God; always give the Cauſe on his ſide, 
and ſpeak honourabiy of him and all thzc he doth. God is always juſt, 
and in every thins ;, Jail in his Acts of Morcy -2nd richeſt Grace, Rom. 
3.26. He 1s juſt when he ts tre jultifier of h1;n that gelieveth in Teſus + Jalt 
in all the Aftlictions of this Lite, aud fo he is in the Miſeries of the Dam- 
ned in the next, Rom. 2. 5. The very day of Wrath (though dark and 
gloomy ) will carry along with it ſufficient light to reveal and mani- 
felt the r12htcous Judgment of God, therefore in the forenamed inſtance 
of Fob we obſerved that after Elbu had performed his part, and God 
had ſeconded him, that good Man ſubmitted, and ſpake God's own 
Language, thereby ſhewing his being Convinced that what he had ſaid 
before was according to the dictates of his own fooliſh and corrupt 
Heert, now he would ſpeak as God ſpeaks, whom he knew to be Wiſ- 
dom it ſelf, and Truth ir ſelf, and Goodnels it felf. lt is not enough 
for us not to ſpeak againſt God, we mult be ſpeaking for him, though 
he needs it not. None ſhall ever have Cauſe to repent of Commending 
God, becauſe we can never riſe too high in his Commendations, we 
can never ſpeak too much of him, nor too well. Our Tongues are 
never ſo much our Glory as when employed in ſhes ing forth his Glory. 
He doth deſerve more than oar dearelt Love, and our highelt Praiſes. 
The day will come 11: which the Vail ſhall be taken off from the Face of 
Providence, and when we come to fee things as indecd they are, we 
ſhall be perſe*tly reconciled to them, fi:ding them to have been at 
Peace with us :and what we are now too apt to guarrel, we ſhall then . 
admire. But i paſs on to the 

Second Exhortation, And / aefire you t? account it your Daty not only to 
be ſatisfied about God's aealings with you, rhat all bis Judements are right, . 


= 


and that there is bus Truth and Faithfulncſs im thoje Aittions with nhich be 
exerciſeth 10:1, vut alſo to ſee carefully ro it, that Jour Spirits and Carriages, 
your Hearts and Aﬀettions be rignt ro); Tat was 3 fevere Rebuke which 
God gave to Eliphaz, and ipake his juſt reſentment and high diſpleaſure, . 
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Fob 42.7. The Lord ſaid to Eliphaz the Temanite, my IWrath i hindled 
againſt thee and thy two Friends, for ye have not ſpoken of me the thing that 
is right, as my ſervant Job hath, Know and Conſider this, it will ge 
co you when under dark Diſpenſations, both an Honour and Comfor:. 
that your Thoughts of God are right, the Frame and Temper of yoir 
Hearts right, and your' Deportment and B:haviour right, When xi 
iS as it ſhould be, abating for Humane Infirmities, which you cannor 
avoid, and which God will graciouſly bear with, remembring your 
Frame, and conſidering you are but Duſt : To this Purpoſe [ ſhall give 
you the following Counſels, deſiring you to pur them in Prattice. 
Firſt, Be ſenſible of that which God hath done to you : He loves to be to- 
ken Notice of, and would not have his Pcopie careleſs or ſtupid, but 
hear the Rod, and who hath appointed it : And his Anger comes up into his 
Face, when en dv nor Obſerve his Works, nor regard the Operation of |; 
Hands, Withall it is a ſad Omen, and certain Preſage of ſome im- 
pending and approaching Judgment, when Godly Miniſters and Chri- 
ſtians are taken away, but there is a ſenſeleſneſs upon the Spirits oi 
thoſe which are left behind, /azah 57. 1. The righteous periſheth, and 1:1 
man laycth it to heart, and merciful Men are taken away, none conſider iti 
that the righteous ts taken away from the evil ro come; They neither mind 
who is gone, nor what is to come. Here is an cxcellent Perſon gone, 
a Man of whom the World was not worthy, and there are doubtleſs many 
to be found among us that do not lay ſuch a Providence.to Heart. He 
8s dead ; but what of that ;, no body ſhall live always : He 8s gone ;, Oen fare- 
well He, we could ſpare more of them. 1 hey did never Value the Life and 
Labours of ſuch a Man, nor are they Concerned at his Death. Bur 1 
do adviſe every one of you, and others alſo, to beware of ſuch a Spi- 
Tit as this. We find in the Scriptures that ordinarily when the Saints 
dyed, there was great Lamentation becauſe thereof. When gocd old 
Facob dyed, the very Egyptians mourned for him threeſcore and ten 
dayes, Gen. 50. 3. When Moſes dyed, the Children of 1/rac! wept tor 
him in the Plains of A4ab thirty dayes, Dent. 34. 8. When Srepher 
had been Stoned to Death, Devont /fen carried him to bis Burial, an: 
made great Lamentation, ACts 8. 2. But though Joſhua had been an ex- 
cellent Man, true to his truſt, and reſolved for God, and his Service 
and Honour, though'he had gone before them as their Prince and Lead- 
er, and giv-n them the Poſſeſſion of tize Land of Canaan, yet when he 
dyed, we do not reed of one Tear that was ſhed over him, nor of one 
Groan nor Sigh that wes poured out npon him : And if you do but Coir 
ſult the Hiſtory, you will ſee that not long after the Wrath of God 
brake in upon that People. 
We are not Ignorant that there are thoſe among us, that are glad 
at Heart when ſuch Men as He are taken away. - He was a Diſſenter, 


ſay 
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ſay they, and a Schiſmatick, (which is more than they can prove) and 


ſuch as he tney look upon as the rronblers of Iſrael, and cilturbers ot 
the Peace, the Burdens and Peits oi the ices in which they live. 


Tele are the Men that itand 1n their {4c and won!d Hop them in 
their {uil career of Profanenefs, and they ht chem becauſe the; cane 
nut away with that Reformaiton witch thele men pre:ch up, ard 


would 141n promate and perfect ;, and 150! this account theſe wreich- 
es, When ſuch men dye, will ring a Peat tilted ot a Kazell, ard when 
they arc buried, couid find in their Hearts to lean and dance upon their 
Graves. Well, fince it 1s fo, God wiil tike thei? men away, and 
give unto thoſe Eveniics their Ceure ;, they 1a! be trou'led with them 
1.0 longer : He knows of another place, and berrer, where theſe his 
Servants Wiil be welcome: There are myriics of Anzo!s and Saints in 
Heaven that will rejoyce in their Company ; but what will tollow here- 
upon? Theſe mers departure irom hence 15 no otner than a makiig of 
way for ſome tremendous Judz2me;t ro come in their room, Tas Inha- 
bitants ot- Sodom were as much vexca with Righicous Lor for his pre- 
Ciſeneſs, as he was with them for their profanencis and deteſtable abo- 
minations, and they had a great mind to be rid of him. Well, faith 
God, you ſhall fee two Arzels come from Heauwz to fend him our of 
Sod»m, He linger'd a while, but at length he goes, and now they hoped 
a good Wind wouid blow after him, and they ſhould have fair Wea- 
ther too, and they had ir, bit it did not lift long; the Sun role gla- 
rioully upon them, but it ſoon ſate ina dirk Cloud, ina Bed of Sor. 
row, Gen. 19. 24, 25. When Lot entred ito Zoar, the Lord rammed upon 
Sod ,-m and Gomorri) vrimjtone and fire from the Lord ont of Heaven + And 
be overthrew thofe Citics, and all the plain, and all the Tahavitauts of thoſe 
Cities, and that which erew upon the ground. | will add but one Initance 
more, which ſingle and alone will be fifficient evidence : Oar Lord ana 
Saviour came to his "wn, but hts own received hm not, fecing iu 11412 3i form 
nor comelineſs for which he fhould be deſired. They looked on hin as the 
only Perton that itood between them and their proſperity, 2nd would, 
if tolerated, bring a ſtorm vpon them, it they thould ivfier him to jive 
and £0 on, the Romarrs woutd come and deſtroy their City, wi,-reapon they 
would have Barabbas a Thief releaſed, and 7:e/s cruciged; well, what 
followed; their fear did not indeed enrer at that door. but it came in 
at another, when the Meſſiah was cut oft, the Romans came, their Tem- 
ple was burnt, their City turned intoa ruinons heap, ard the Inhahi- 
rants were deſtroyed with a moſt dreaciful deftrntion. 
; : Know, my Friends, the Saints and Servaats of God are the Pillars of 
the Earth, the Bal to the Wortd, thet [hall continne no longer than 
till God hath finiſhed his Number, called his Ele, 4. 4 prepared his 
called Ones for Glory, The Worle 3 no more than a $7.:4ye upon which 
he acts his great and-gracious delizn concerning thoſe whom he hath 
E cho- 
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choſen from among the reſt of Mankind, and ſet apart for himſelf, and 
when that is throughly accompliſhed, the ſtage ſhall be raken down. 
A Criminai Woman for ſome Viilany committed by her is cond: m- 
ned rodye, but heing found with Child, ſhe is reprieved tl] ſhe hath 
proughs forth, and then ſent to the Gallows, and Executed. So this 
World which hes in Wickednelis is condemned to the Fic, once 1t was 
drown'd by a Deluge, but not waſhed from its filth; Ltheretore its end 
is to be burned, orly 1t is contivued ll all the Children of God bz 
brought torth : Hereupon my Counſel 1s, that all who have a Kind- 
neſs for England, or a love for themſelves, would take notice of ſuch 
diſpenſatiozs, and lay them to their Hearts. 

And in particular, as to this Providence which hath been ordered 
out to you who are the Members of this Congregation, I do hezrtily 
commend to youa ſerious reflection upon it, together with a deep ard 
effiicting fenfe of the hand of God therein. God hath been pleated to 
take away from you your Excellent Paſtor, that Good Shepherd who 
ied you into green Paſtures, and by the Waters of ſtillneſs, and who 
(as it is ſaid of Davidin the 78 Pſalm 72.) fed you accoraing to the integrity 
of his heart, and guided you by the silfulneſs of his hands, 1 need not per- 
fume his Name, which isa precious Oyntment, nor ſpend any of the 
little time (which is left) in commending to you him who was ſo well 
known, and ſo exceeding dear, therefore I will only ſay this in ſhort : 
He was a very gracious and holy Man, I doubt not to ſay, ar 1/ratli:e 
indeed, greatly ſet for the Intereſt and Honour of God, and much in 
Communion with him. He had received a plentiful UnCtion from the 
Holy One, and was rich in Spirituals ; and indeed in all my Converſes 
with him, | found him to be of a ſweet, affable and loving Temper, by 
means whereof his Grace was the more taking, being /ike x Diamond ſer 
in Gold, He had good Natural parts, which were cultivated and im- 
proved by acquired Learning. He had found mercy to be faithful, having 
been ſo all along to his great Lord and Maſter, his Cauſe and Intereſt, 
ſtanding his ground like a Rock unſhaken in the days of ſoarelt and 
moſt violent Temptation ; nor would he touch (tho he ſaw others ſwal.- 
low down) thoſe things which his Conſcience told him wouid prove de- 
filing to himſelf, or ſnares and ſtumbling-blacks unto others ;. yet w:s 
he a Man of peace, be would ſtudy it, advile it, and pray for it, and fol- 
low ir with all men. ſo far as ever he could go without forſaking of. Truth 
and Holineſs, that he was bound to-bedear over ; while he was true to 
his Principles, and held on his way, he was no /ncenatary. He was a ve- 
ry modelſt Perſon, ctoathed with Humility, as his upper Garment in 
which he walked upand down, I never ſaw him without it. You know 
full well, and ate ready to teſtifie, that hs was an induſtrious: painful 
Labourerer in God's Vineyard ; and as he laboured, 1o he longed for the 
Life, Salvation and Spiricual Progreſs of his Hearers, traveling in birth.ro 
ce 
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/ce Chriſt formed in them. He was a Workman that needed not to be aſha- 
med, his Pulpit was a witneſs to his pains with you, and his Chamber to 
his Prayers for you, in the former he wreſtled with you, and 1n the lat- 
cer with God on your behalf: And as ke preach'd ſo he walk*d, com- 
ending his Doftrine by his praCtice ; was he an Azgel to and in the 
Church ? he was a Sant in the ſtreet, bcing in his Converſation a fingular 
Ornan:t to the Goſpel, and an Excellent Pattern to them that knew 
him : But he 15 gone, here you ſhall ſce his Face no more, and hear his 
Vol-e no more. Having finiſhed that Work which his great Lord and 
Maſter had given him to do, he was by that grim Meſſenger Death ſent 
for, and carried to his laſt and everlaſting Home, the Prelence- chamber 
of Go:}, the habitation of his Holineſs and Glory, whcerehe hath received 
that Crown of Ri2hteouſnels which was laid up for him. It is well with 
him, very well, Ecernally well, ſo well that he would not have ir better, 
for ke bath fulneſs of Foy, and Ple.i/ires for evermore at tre right hand of God , 
he is at relt inthe Boiom ot his Lord, being ſatisfied with his likeneſs, 
and taking his fi ot Love : Only his Budy lies!tleeping in its Bed of duft, 
but reſtsin hope of 2 comfortable awaking, and bleſſed Reſurrection, 
when ir ſhal] ſtand up from the dead, ſhake off its duſt, arite and ſhine, 
being made like unto Chriſts molt glorious Body, no longer a clog and 
impediment to the Son], but an Help-mwr, fit to accompany It in all its 
great and bleſſed Employments and Operations. The loſs is yours, and 
indeed it is a great one, it becomes you to be intimately ſenſible of ir, 
and to bewaill it. Hcep nor for mm, but for your ſelves, and for your Children 

Secondly, Learn from hence one ſmgular piec: of Wiſdom and g004 Huavans- 
dry, in Improving your fatt5ful Miniſters, and others, the prectors Saints of God, 
while you have them among you. Bielled be God, tho many are catled up to 
a better State, yet there are many leſt b-hind, but they are only /0j0:r- 
zers here for a ſhort ſcaſ{on, the 1.me will come when the; mutt be gone 
too, the Number of their aayes is with God, why nat' appointed and fixed thoſe 
bounds which they cannot paſs. As for the Fathers where are they, and do 
the Prophets live for ever ? No, ”5, Expetic::ice tcils you that hey 
do not , and they ihemiclves are ready to tell you thi fy world not : 
And indced 1t is a thouſand pities ha: (yy ſhows, as mailte: s io ow 
it2nd. Ir 1s pity they ſhould alwayesS calrTy ao0V! them 4 5 I4y of aedtiy, 
which is worle than De i it feif, nat they ſhuuid be aiwayes gro2n- 
ing under Corruptions, and coufticting with temptations, VWhat ! al. 
wayes upon hot and hliard ſervice, and never h.ve the Lzcrory and Tre 
umph? 1t is pity they ſhould alweyes live in a Girty ſtinking \Vortd, 
in an ungrateful and malicious World. It ſhall nor. be, no, it | $0 
be ; God hath gracioully provided a better Place vor them, and b-Jter 
Company, and incomparably betrer Tbirps than ever Lacy coald have 
met with here. Well, do you think --t this ſerioully, freq:ntly, 4nd 
manage your ſelves accordingly. Your late Paſtor was inatchcd way 
E3 t1om 
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from you on a ſudden, 3s if Heaven had been longing for bim, and i: 
a kind of Haite ro have him there; ard it may be quickly fo with re- 
ference to others as well as to him, -one hath a Leaſe of hts Life. 

And be not offendcd, if 1 propound one Queſtion to you, which is 
this: Doth ;t 793 this aay wound ſome of your ſpirits to think, your Ate 
rmjter is cont, and vu have nor Improved him as you might #4 onght tt 
have a:nc? If a Friend lend you an excellent Book for a Week or 
Month, will you let it lye by on a Shelf, or throw It into a Corner, 
and not read it. God lends you Faithful Miniſters, 4pm Friencs 
and Relations, that you may get good by them, and be the better 
for them, it you will not make uſe of chem, their very 1emembrance 
will be a terrible ſting in your Conſkicnces. Let me commend 
to you the Wiſdom and FFaCTCE of Eliſha, he had an inkiing 
of his M:ifters leaving him, and that more than once, 2 K770o-2, The 
Sons of tne Prophets that wer? at Beryve! ſaid unto him, Chawett-r bas 
that the Lord will rave away thy Maſter from thy head r9 : lay? > And ſo a- 
£ain faid the Sons of the Prophets that were at Fericho, Well, his Ma 
ſter carried as it he hada Mind to ſhake him off; three times he would 
have had him ſtaid behind, Tarry here, 1 pray thee, for the Lord hail: 
ſent me to Bethel, v. >. and ſo : again v. 4 and yet again v.6, but all would, 
not prevail, till Eliſhaanſwered, As the Lord Iiverh, and as thy Soul liveth, 
1 will not leave Fore: Burt he kept with him, and his Eye fixed upon him, 
and by that means obtained a double portion of hrs Spirit. We need not 
a Spirit of brogdery to let us underltand that we ſhall be taken from 
one another. The $:ripture aſſures us, that it is appointed for 2ll 
Men once to to dye, and there is never a pore 1n ovr Body but what 
may ſerve as a door, little indeed, hat wide enoviigh to let Lite out. 
and Dcathin ; therefore while you have thofe with you by whom you 
may get good for your Souls, make all the advantage of them Thar you 
can. Do thus mith your Fellow-Clyyans, your Godly Nejzkbours and 
Acquaintance, thole with whom you walk 77 7 ol Communion, aria ; 
breaking of Bread, and in Prayers. You are 2il of a C/bag, dealing Witt, 
and for Heaven, now when Tradeſmen meet together, whit ' do Ln&y 
diſconrſe of bar their Caliing, Merchants of their ShIPsS, PPh: Keefe 8 
of the price of their Commod; cie £5 2?” Oh that yon would dy the ſme 
25 to your excellent atid aoly Citline ! Oh that Diſcourſes that terd to 
edification may be more Frequent: and familiar at your Tables 2nd ali 
your meetings ! this would not hinder and obitruct your worldly Af- 
fairs, but Candtific ind ſweeten them : Our great and pracicus Lord 
13th ferns a Pattern. After his Refurreftion he continued with his 
Apoſlties forty days, of which he ipent none 1n idleneſs and froth, but 
all 772 Ffeaking of the thr gs pertaining tothe Kingdom of God, BC 1. 3. and 
fo likewiſe do the ſame with your faithfa] Miuiſters, attend thcir Mi-- 
niſtry, hearken to their Doctrine, follow their holy Counſels, walk in 
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their light, and do not grieve their Hearts by your flights, neglects 
2nd diviſfons, but obey them that have the Rule over you, knowirg 
they watch for your Souis, and ſhew your Reſpe& and Kindnels to 
them 79 it ever you would co it, yeta little while and you ſhall not 
have the Privilede of doing it. I Heaven they will not need your 
Countenance and your Proyers, ard they will be above your Puries. 
Do what you can now, knowl: 2.1 is the beſt and molt fruittul Soil 
yOu Can fird to ſow pon. Purl turned over to God that debt which 
he owed to Onefiprorns, 2 Tim. 1.16. The Lord give mercy unto the 
bouſe of Oneſiphorus, for be oft refreſhed me, and was not aſhamed of my 
Chain : And Ver. 18. The Lord crant unto hin that he ay ' find mercy of 
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the Lord in that day : And without peradventure God aid moſt readt- 
ly accept the Bill, ard will be ſure to pay it with a very great in- 
creaſe. 


Th.rdly, Interd of inurmuring that Gol bath taken him rom you,” be ycu thankful. and wi 
71: Hearts bleſs bis Name that ever be brougin him :0 you : For cer tain God had jome Werk 
tor him to do in the City, and therefore 1e f-rched him hither : Till then he 1iy'd at a 
diſtance, and tn15 place was quite out of his Real: Ard Oh! what a fingular Mercy 
was it, that God ſhou!d raiſe a Storm in the Countrev, and thereby drive Tim to this 
place, that ſo "C might find thee out, and deliver a Metlage trom the great God to chee, 
and from the Prince and Fotntain of Life peak a V 7ord of Life to 2, Soul, who to 
that very day _ a poor, ignorant, loit, filthy, vile Creature, altogether dead in 
rre:patles and ! fins ! Prithee, g9 tay way admiring rich and tree Grace, and thew the 
renter Bowels of a Chriſtian in pittying and. bew vailing thoſe poor Creatures, thy ig. 
no-ant and gracelels Neighbours, who came to the lame Congregation with ch ce, {ate 
in the lame feat with thee, and | 'ad the lame Means with thee, but got no good at ail, 
remai2ing in the ſame Condition 1 v hich they were betore, Vaſtu 5 of Sin and Satat, 
in the gall of bittern:{s an. bon4 ef int quity : Thou h: it been tav:ing:y enligntned, when 
others: are ſti]] unacquainted with God and the things 0: God ; thou haſt tu: ned thy 
back upon thy wicked Aﬀoctates and Courles of ] 2ebauchery » but others are the Com- 
panions of Fools {til}, and] march 09 to le! I as 1t they were in Polt-haſte, Swearing 
and Curling, being Drunk and Un-lea' tt: Yo thou, I lay, Bleſs God tor it, and 
be exceeding tha nxt. a7 i11S Servant 1:1 x til he had wrought favingly upon thy 

Youl, and muſt not himſelf £0 to Heave: beiore he had brought thee to God, 

Fourthly, Remombor the precios Trims which he Preached to you, and often call to mint 
thoie holy Counlels "ay He gtte3jcoaut:; Tr. iS Sa | great Dity hon tipo you by Sertpiure- 
precept, Mb. 13.7. Remomby them wich rave the Kule ovin you, who bave- Preacied 1s 


reu the wird of (nt, wiete Faith fy Wow conſt ornrg the ent of their Concerfation « Wiere the 
Apoſtie did not fpeax only of taote that were preſent, bit alto | 0; then n that were pon 
Now, Piay, 49 io 3 Rememocr him, and the grac;01s Speeciics you have heard from 
aim, and the whnotlom Ag Iviieyou have teceived- from Nin, and the bleſſed Truths lia 

nave been celty er a by h: 1, an: d-nold chem faſt; and it ary Te Rv: COME, and bri ing 
unth him another Go Friel than that ye have rectired,- ©: ertatn him not, Jiltes not to 
tim, lr $i-2 be accitrfect, G23/17. 1. There are maiy_.ta!'e Provicts gone forth into. the 
World, and 1:30 115 Nation and City, vea, thre are jrary Anti brijts, whereby we fnop 
this is the Lift time, ew” 1s lixe there will be fone pluckio and tu ging at your Þ aith 


When an Orthodox, Graciots and Pexcealile Miiier is dead, flien is the Devil buſi 1E. 
t:inking it a ht Opportunity for tym. ani hi verryants to tow tis Se aud par off hi 
Ty 
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Wares; that is a time for Men of dividing Principles to infuſc and ſpread their wretch. 
ed Notions, and diſturb the Peace of Churches. It you love your ieives, and as you 
will Anl(wer it another day, do you avoid them, and take heed you do not drink in 
any untound Opinions, any rotten and exploded Errors, an O!d Falthood under the No- 
tion of a New Light, ad to this end bear upon your thougiits the Text laſt mention'd, 
which in my Judgment furniſherh us with a Realon why lo many are Fly-blown in their 
Heads, and led into Error in thele leducing times, viz. They do not remember them 
that have the Rule over them, they do not Oblerve their Faith, nor the End of th:ej; 
Converſation : For many tho' Convinc'd of the Truth of thoſe Doctrines which they 
Preached, and Eye-witneſfles of their Converſations, that they were Holy, Exemplary, 
and according to the Rule of the Golpel, yer thev ** mo{t ablurdly queſtion whar 
ſuch Paſtors did deliver, and believe a Stranger ai. ' follow him : Whereas, whom 
ſhould you Credit > whom have you Reaſon and Encouragement to foilow but him u ho 
made it his Buſineſs to get to Heaven himlelf, and to ſhew you the right way, thar tle 
might meet you there, and have you for his Crown and Joy? You have found him faic!. 
ful to God and to You, why then ſhould you not continue [tedfaſt in,aud immovable from 
thole holy Truths which he hath deliver'd to you, rather than give an Ear to them whom 
you know not from whence they came, nor what Spirit th-7 are of ? 


Fifthly, Stend in the gap, doing what in y0u lizs that this Breach, this ereat Breach which 
hath been made upon you, may be made up again. and that with all convenient (pred : You that 
"ave a fincere Love tothe Intereſt of Chritc nd the Ever!aſting Goſpel, and a real Kind- 
nels to the Church of which you are Members, lay out your elves to ſuch a purpoſe, 
and that to the utmoſt. You that have the Spirit of Grace and Supplication poured out 
apon you, and dwelling in you, that have Acquaintance with God, and an Intereſt at 
the Throne of Grace, now do you improve that Intereſt, try what you can do, and beg 
of God, beg earneſtly that he would be gractouſly pleaſed to ſet up a burring and ſhine- 
ing Light in this Candleſtick, and to provide tor you luch a Workman as is both $kiltu!] 
and faithfull, that needeth not to be aſhzmed, and that will build proper Materials, xc: 
Wd, and Hay, and Stubble, but Gols and Silver, and precions Stones, upon that guod Four. 
dation, which this holy Man of God, now with God, hath laid among you. 

And let ſpecial Care be taken that there be no unbrotherly and unbecoming Diviſions 
among you, but avoid them, delight not in Breaches, leſt te Devil enter in by them, but 
keep the Hrity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace, and be of One mind, of one accord, that tv 
the precious Goſpel may not ſuffer by your means, for it it doth, vetily you ſhall pay 
tor it. Adviſe together, and manage all your Meetings and Conſultations calmly, witi: 
Wiſdom and Meeknels, a11d Brotheriy Love : And if you ſhall tee Occaſion of doing fo. 
Adviſe alſo with others, who will be cheerfi:ily wiiling to afford you all the Afiftance 
that they can. But above all, be ſure to Advile with God, and Wreſtle mightily with 
him, who is the beft Counſelior, and holds all the Stars in his right hand. Go, go to 
Heaven for a Paſtor, and beg of the Lord who knovveth the Abilities and the Hearts of 
a'l Men, that He would Choole for you; and lend One that will be indeed a Blefing. 
Let me tell you this, when a god!y able Miniſter dyeth, the People who have loft ki:11, 
have very little Reaſon to expect that God wiil ſend them another, il] they have bee; 
earneſt and importunate in ſeeking One, that is, till they have Prayed him in, and Si,.h- 
ed him in, and Wept him in. And I befeech you, look to it that you be not milguicd 
by any bad Counſeijor, and that no fordid ftniſter End, no petty private particuſar In- 
tereſt do betray you into.the Hancs of an unht Perion, one that is Cor1upt in Judgment, 
eainted with Erroneous Principles, who will endeayour to Poiſon you ; or one tl at is of 
a Factious Spirit, who will foment and keep up, and help to increaſe thoſe differences. 
the laying and compoling of which doth deſerve and call ior the 1tmoſt Endeavours ot 
thoſe that fear God and bear good Will to $;on- That wich was the Prayer of Moſes 
for Iſrael, 1s and ſhall be mine tor you, Numbers 224 16, 17+ Let the Lord, the God of the. 

Sp1r43s 
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Stirits of all Fleſh, fet a,Man over this Congregation, that may go out before yox.. and 1hat may 
go in before 39:1, that may lead you out, and that may bring you in, that thy Congregation of _ 
Lord may nt be as S7:ep without a Shepherfd. The good Lord give you a Man aiter his 
own Hear: ! 

You will! think it now high time for me to ſhut up this Diſcourſe. and I think io roo, 
You, I tuppole, wi:l not ; ſure I am, you have no reaſon to judges me unchar'tzbie 
it 1 look up2n this Congregation as being no better than mine own ard others. Surely 
there are lome here, 11 Whom to tals day Saran hath his Seat, while in others of you 
Chriſt hath Erefted 11s Throne. Surely this is not a Floor in which there is notlii-s 
but Wheat. For mine 9\n part, I do detire to be a Paſtor to [ich a Church, as ail the 
Members of 1: are $43zs 3 for as I greatly love pure Ordinances, to an Holy Communicn, 
but I would not defire co be a Preacher to ſuch a Congregation in which there are non- 
but Saints, becaule, though Ediſyi/ng Work be yery good, and great, and excellent, and 
accordingly to be attended to, yet Converting W:rk is the main and principal Work of 
the Goſpel Miniſtry : Thus our Lord Feſzs ſpake to Pau!, Acts 26.17, 18. I fend thee to 
the Gentiles, 10 ofen thelr ejes, and ro turn them from darkreſs to lizht, and from the power of 
Satan 10 God : Therefore, betore we part, I would leave ſomething among you, and 
wich thoſe of you whoareas yet in an unregenerate ſtate, that through the Bleſſiag of 
God accompanying it, it may do them good. 

You that have fate under the Miniſtry of this Holy Man, and have not had your Hearts 
pierced with it, nor your Conſciences awakened, but have all this while been in a pro- 
found, yea dead Sleep : Or,. tt may be, you have been awakened, and fometimes ſcar'd 
and frighted, ( as I doubt not but you will own him to have beena ſpiritral and lively 
Preacher} and for a while you have been greatly concerned, and ſtarted up, but the 
Pang went over, and you een Jaid your Head down again upon the Pillow of Carnal 
Security, and at this day are as faſt afſeep ia your Sins as He is in his Grave. I know 
you not, but#t you know your ſelves I will ſay this co you ; Fall down upon your Knees, 
and humble your ſelves greatly before God, and admire his Patience and Goodneſs, giv- 
ing to him the Glory of 1t. O what a Mercy 15 it, that your Miniſter is gone, who was 
fit for Heaven, and that you are yet here who have been all your dayes induſtrioutly 
fitting your ſelves for Hell! Do you Bleſs God with your Souls, and all that is within 
you, that you are yet alive 1n that very place where you have ſquandred away fo many 
precious Sealons,golden Opportunities, withſtood fo many toud and earneſt Calls, where. 
you have deſpiſed and (lighted ſo many free Offers of Grace, and been altogether barren 
2nd unfruitful under ſuch Beams of Goſpel-light, ard Dews of Heavenly Do@rine. And: 
when you are at home, retire into your Chamber or ſome private place, and beg of 
God, yea molt heartily beg, that the Death of this holy Man may go near to you, and that it 
may make that deep imprelſion upon you, and prolper to the doing of that good Work 
in your Souls which was not done by all the Sermons which you heard from him. Oh. 
that he might prove another Samſon, triumphing over the Enemies of God and Souls, 
killing more Sins among you and in you by his Death, than he did by his Preaching 
all his Lite. 

Know it will be a moſt bleJed Day, 1 mean the laſt and great Day, that of the Relur-. 
rection, and it will be at that Day a molt Comfortable Meeting that He and you w:1] 
have, if then he ſhall ind thoſe Gractous whom he lett Wicked and Profane.; it he ſhall 
614 them in Chriit, and alive unto God, whom he left dead in Trelpailes and Sins ; if 
at the Reſurre&tion He ſhall find them to have been renewed in the iprrits of their minds, 
whom, when he went our of the World, he left Carnal, and fold under fin. : 

But ifat that Day he ſhall find you the very ſame riat at his Death he left you, in a 
Chi iftleſs and Graceleſs State, know and tremble at the Thoughts of jt, that Prophet, 
that Man of God will ſtand forth as a Witnels-againſt you. Truty, it would prove tome 
piece of Happineſs to loſt and ruined Sinners io Hell, ſome alleviation of their Sorrow, 
and abatement of their Torment there, if they could bur quite forget there had ever been 
a Prophet among them, upou that account they wou'd lye at more eale than they are like - 
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now to. &o: Frery refletion you make, every tune that you ſhall think what 4 11; 
nitter you had, what Preaching you late under, Wat $;cans you enjoy d, it will be . 
Sword 1:2 your Bones, and as Oyi to your F;ames. 

Let me but add tius one ting more, and Wit tnat I vill put a Period ro tiiis 1 
couiie. If you will not-be reclitmed and reforme.i, but go on 10 the lrowar ingly .;; 
your Hearts, and 1n crooked ways wen the Vorkers of Iniguiti, He thir Pra ed tor 
your. Converion and Salvation, and Preached to you the great tings cithe 1:14. | 

he precious things of the Golpel 3 12. a word, He that Mourned for you, end Wer: 
over you, becaute you had ſinned and tad not repented, muit at the laſt day, and wv. 
look cheerfully, and be perfectly picated when he ſhall wich Chriſt the Jucge Voce \ ©. 
Damnation. Be pertwaded to read over, and fertoutly think upon that place, 2 Co-,7; 
2, 14, &c. Now thanks be unto Gol, which alwavs cauſeth us 10 rrin#:th in Chriſt ; tor in. 
are unto God a ſweet favour of Chriſt in them that ars ſaved, and in them thaz periſh ; 1; 
one we are the [avour of death unto death, to the other th- {avour of life unto lite + For Minit 
to be unto their Hearers the ſavour of Lite unto Life, 15 very fweet, and lightly det. 1 
ble, bur it is exceeding dreadtul ior them to be un:o any of them the favour of ear! 
unto Death, however they muſt be bot! ; and the Apoſtle faith, in thi wi triumph + Rut 
how, .O holy Paul, canſt thou find 1n thy Heart to do this > Where are the Soundinas of 
thy Bowels> What! triumph at the fight of poor Creatures going down to Hell ! Ar 
one will conclude that Parent hath no Natura! Aﬀ4ection, doth not love his Child, win 
goeth leaping and dancing while he follows 1t to the Grave or to the Gallows : Bur ;; 
you do oblerve that which followeth in the 17th. Verſe, you will be eafily reconciled t9 
the Apoſtle; For we are nut as many, which Corrypt or deal decenfully with the Word of G4, 
but as of ſincerity, but as of God, in the ſight of God pea; we in Chrit, When Pay! ad 
other godly Miniſters triumph over their loſt and damned Hearers, they do it not 19 
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much becauſe they tee them miſerable, as becaule they have the Teſtimony of their own 
Conſciences ; thele poor Creatures are Joſt, but not through any Fault of Tnine, 
to Hell, but God knoweth I did not ferd them thither ; I Preached to them, and. Go. 
*s my Witneſs, 1 did it in Sincerity. 
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